R.. D.2740 JAPAN
EtRO-52)-957

2014~20158E 5—~< LIGHT UP ROTARY —O—%U—[CfE&E%® —
2014~2015FERIEE Y1 U—CK. K7V (BE- &iRC)

= R'AB 8B

T 26 £ 11 B 12 B £

SASEEO WEEI

8 B . #R
B EHRTSHEET10-12 FHRIBPITRER
BI=15 R ERSH (8RKEB)
http://www.sasebo-rc.jp/

oLy

TEL 0956-23-8181
E-mail:src@circus.ocn.ne.jp

3,144 OflI= NO 19

(X B) REH 768 (LRERMHFEE 228) - R 498 - RFEBERE 9 - RE18L-EYH— 0 % - BRX 64.9 %

(AI2D) REH 76 B (LERMKEE 22 8) - LfF 50 %2 - RFBERE 8 & - RE 18 % - X=07yT 18 & - BELEE 100.* %

‘e -
[ £ 55 O
[U.S. Navy Rebalance And r.

Sasebo] E
(|
K e R i
H9E vY1-D.AY«TRE ”‘;i‘
(EHRRCEEAS) &

Konichiwa. Enda-san, thank you for inviting me
to the Sasebo Rotary Club to speak this
afternoon. | am honored to have this opportunity.
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During the moon viewing party earlier this year |
took a few moments to share my background.
Since you all have taken time out of your busy
schedules today, | thought | would speak on a
more serious topic this afternoon. I d like to talk
about the United States Navy’ s rebalance to
the pacific and share my thoughts on how this
policy will affect Sasebo.
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In 2012 President Obama announced his “Pivot
to East Asia" regional strategy. The focus is on:
"strengthening bilateral security alliances;
deepening our working relationships with

emerging powers, engaging with regional
multilateral institutions; expanding trade and
investment; forging a broad-based military
presence; and advancing democracy and human
rights.”
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These are important goals, and after many years
focused on Europe and the Middle East, our
government has recognized the importance of
the Asia-Pacific region. Our military is focused
on the goal of forging a broad-based military
presence.
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But in reality, the United States Navy has been a
presence in the Asia-Pacific region for a long
time. In fact, since 1800 the U.S. Navy has
been operating in the Pacific. Just 25 years after
the establishment of the Continental Navy, the
United States sent one of its first commissioned
ships, the USS ESSEX, on an expedition to the
South East Asia.
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And in the mid-nineteenth century, when Japan
was largely a closed society, with few diplomatic
and commercial contacts with foreigners,
President Millard Fillmore ordered Matthew C.
Perry to command the U.S. Navy's East India
Squadron and to establish diplomatic relations
with Japan.
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Perry initially delivered President Fillmore's
request for a treaty to a representative of the
Japanese emperor in July 1853. He returned in
1854 to Edo Bay and signed the Treaty of
Kanagawa with Japanese authorities. As a
result of this treaty of permanent friendship, a
U.S. consul was stationed at Shimoda, U.S.
vessels were allowed access to the ports of
Shimoda and Hakodate to obtain provisions, and
shipwrecked seamen from U.S. vessels were
promised the assistance of Japanese
authorities. This treaty led to significant
commercial trade between the United States
and Japan, and contributed to opening Japanese
trade to other Western nations
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After the signing of the treaty, the Japanese
invited the Americans to a feast. The Americans
admired the courtesy and politeness of their
hosts, and thought very highly of the rich
Japanese culture. At an event like today, when
we are sharing a meal and building bonds, feel a
connection to Commodore Perry.
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| feel connected to Commodore Perry for
additional reasons. Prior to arriving in Sasebo, |
was stationed in Newport, Rhode Island.
Newport has a long navy history and is the
family home of Commodore Perry. Every July
the city of Newport celebrates a Black Ship
festival in honor of Commodore Perry and their
long connection with Japan. The city of Shimoda
is the sister city of Newport and sends
representatives to the festival every year. My
wife and | enjoyed the festival last year knowing
that we would be coming to Japan.
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Today, the connection between maritime
security in the pacific and the free flow of
commerce is no different than it was in
Commodore Perry’s days. Maritime security
and the free use of the Pacific Ocean are the
minimum requirements for strong economies. It
was true then for the United States. It is true
today for both eh United States and Japan.
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One just needs to look at the facts to be
convinced of this truth. 90% of all goods flow
across the sea. 95% of all internet and phone
traffic travels along cables under the sea,
including almost all the world’ s financial data.
Over 5 ftrillion dollars of trade each year flows
through the Asia-Pacific region.
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And a majority of that maritime flow of goods
passes through a few key chokepoints. Studies
have shown that within six weeks of a bad actor
closing down one of these chokepoints the price
of gasoline will quadruple, and milk prices will
triple.
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In addition to the economic interests that our
countries have in this region, there are natural
maritime risks that we need to be prepared for.
These include the natural disasters which are
common in this region. Earthquakes, tsunamis,
typhoons are all possibilities and having a
maritime force is in place to respond eases
suffering and speeds up recovery.
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There are also man-made reasons why the
United States Navy is rebalancing to the
Pacific. Cyber-crime, terrorism, piracy and traffic
are just three good reasons to have a strong
presence in the area. Volatile nations and
international disputes are two others,
particularly, since 40% of the world’ s oceans
are covered by a nation’ s economic exclusion
zone. As we are all aware, here in the pacific,
many of those zones overlap.
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So, there are many good reasons why the
United States Navy has been operating in the
Pacific and why we will carry out President
Obama’ s direction to rebalance to the Pacific,
but what does it mean for Sasebo?
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By 2020 60% of the U.S. Navy will be in the
Pacific. It was recently announced that
Yokosuka will receive two additional destroyers.
While no new ships are planned for Sasebo, |
think it is safe to assume that the number of
visiting ships will increase.
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The additional ships that operate in the Pacific
will require fuel and ammunition, both of which
Fleet Activities Sasebo has a lot of. | expect we
will see an increase in the number of visiting
logistics ships and more frequent resupply
operations.
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But the rebalance does not just mean more of
ships operating in the region. It also means
sending our newest and most capable ships,
aircraft, and systems here first. This winter you
will see the arrival of the USS GREEN BAY,
one of the most modern amphibious ships in the
US Navy. In the near future, the US Navy s
newest ships, the Littoral Combat Ship or LCS,
will arrive in Sasebo for a mid-deployment
maintenance and repair period.
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The rebalance also means assigning those with
experience in Asia to jobs where they can put
that experience to work. Two examples here in
Sasebo are CAPT Nate Moyer, the Deputy
Commander of Task Force 76, and CAPT Ed
Thompson, the Deputy Commodore for
Amphibious Squadron 11. Both served in
Sasebo before and have now returned in senior
leadership positions. CAPT Kristy McCallum is
another example. She is the Commanding
Officer of USS GREEN BAY. She received this
assignment, in part, because she previously
served in Sasebo.
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| am a notable exception, since this is my first
assignment in Japan. But | am learning every
day. Just like Commodore Perry, | have been
impressed with the kindness of the people and
your rich culture. | have also learned in the few
months that | have been here that the maritime
security of this region is absolutely vital for both
Japan and the United States. While the United
States Navy has a long history in the region, it
is extremely important for us to rebalance to the
Pacific.
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Thank you very much.
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